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P R E F A C E
to the Protestant Reprint of 

“An Historical Defence of the Waldenses or Vaudois, Inhabitants of the 
Valleys of Piedmont” by Jean Rodolphe Peyran

by Hail & Fire

PROTESTANT HISTORY & MARTYROLOGY

These works have been placed online so that those of a Protestant 
and Gospel faith might have these rare and historic resources readily 
available. Many today have hastily compromised this great cloud 
of witnesses for the same ‘ecumenical unity’ from which their own 
nations and peoples and families escaped by so dear a price paid in 
the past. To such we humbly address a word of caution: Look not 
to the past to whitewash it for the sake of what seems to be a new 
ecumenism; for the past is a record of the very trial of men’s creeds 
and it is the record itself afforded to all that we might examine 
and judge the fruits of the religions and doctrines that men live 
by in this world. Only by putting out our own eyes of wisdom do 
we exonerate the doctrine and the dogma, and condemn the man 
only who lived by it. We may each study and analyze the facts 
of history; we may suspect and dissect; we may seek proofs and 
compile arguments and in polemical treatises put forth our findings, 
theories and our opinions; but we cannot change nor may we begin 
now to change or to suppress that which, in times past and in the 
ages in which the events took place, is witnessed and not denied 
by any party to the events, is testified by supporters and detractors 
alike, is recorded in decrees, dogmatic and ecclesiastical decisions, 
letters and histories written by men of every sort - even by all men. 
As Alexis Muston says to the purpose of his Vaudois martyrology 
and history, “Why relate such atrocities? more than one voice will 
exclaim with emotion. To inspire horror of the odious principles 
which have produced them. Do you suppose that an account of the 
blood which was shed will never be called for? Nay; these vile 
oppressors of mankind, tyrannizing by the sword, tyrannizing by 
deceit, tyrannizing by cupidity - these heroes of superstition and 
intolerance, who would have put an end to Christianity a thousand 
times over, if it could have been destroyed - these authors of so 
may wounds still bleeding in the world - must endure history to 
the last.”
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